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The ‘Eidos Festival’ is a festival of scenic poetry, music and culture. This festival 

has been celebrated every year since 2015 and is a 3 day cultural programme of 

different artistic expressions relating to literature: recitals, concerts, performing 

arts and the body, exhibitions and tours in the countryside of the Courel region in 

Galicia, Spain. 

In 2018, the fourth Festival Dos Eidos ran from 22-26 August hosting 70 activities 

in which 100 artists participated with musical and theatre performances as well 

as dance and poetry recitals. The programme also included guided visits to the 

Uxío Novoneyra Foundation - located in the birthplace of the poet -, to the Rubial 

and to the ironworks of Seoane, and to a workshop about the traditional uses of 

native plants. There were also lectures by Jorge Linheira and Germán Labrador 

on literature and gastronomy. 

In 2017 Festival dos Eidos received the EFFE prize - Europe for Festivals, Festivals 

for Europe -, awarded the by the European Association of Festivals from the Eu-

ropean Commission. This award distinguishes festivities that represent the best 

practices related to cultural creation in social and environmental settings.

Festival Dos Eidos

https://engagenow.eu/case-studies/festival-dos-eidos

LOCATION: SPAIN, LUGO

WEBSITE: UXIONOVONEYRA.COM/

EIDOSFEST/

YEAR THE PROJECT BEGAN: 2014

DURATION: < 1 MONTH

ORGANIZER: FUNDACIÓN UXÍO 

NOVONEYRA

3 day festival of scenic 
poetry, music and 
culture

MAIN GOAL OF THE PROJECT

The main goal of the project is to bring visitors to the Courel region and to gener-

ate awareness of the creative talents from this area. In the same way that there is 

a James Joyce of Dublin, a Manuel Machado of Castile, there is Uxío Novoneyra of 

Courel, the well-known poet and Spanish writer. 

ARTS AND CULTURE SECTORS: 

      -  LITERATURE: WRITING

      -  LITERATURE: READING

      - LITERATURE: COMPREHENSION

      - LITERATURE: ORAL EXPRESSION

      - MUSIC

      - PERFORMING ARTS

AGE TARGETS: 

     – YOUNGSTERS AND ADOLESCENTS 

         (IN GENERAL)

     – ADULTS (OVER 18 YEAR OLDS)

GENDER TARGETS: ALL

SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC TARGETS: 

      - RURAL

AIMS: 

      - EDUCATION

      - EMPOWERMENT

      - GENDER

      - INTERGENERATIONAL

      - LITERACY

      - SOCIAL INTEGRATION

http://uxionovoneyra.com/eidosfest/
http://uxionovoneyra.com/eidosfest/
http://uxionovoneyra.com
http://uxionovoneyra.com
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The role of young audiences is to participate in the event allowing them to visit 

poets in the region, a dance company teaches them how to dance poetry, other 

professionals demonstrate  technological advances through a video project 

and other artists hold exhibitions in their homes in the woods and in the village of 

Courel.

All the festival's activities, with the exception of the concerts, include a mod-

ule-presentation of audience creation that introduces both poetic recitals 

and routes interpreted by cultural and natural heritage relating to the literature 

(house-museum, protected forest, BICs, etc.) and the gastroculture tastings. In 

the concerts the musical programming is designed in such a way as to prioritising 

emerging artists of different styles so that the festival is inclusive. Finally, they 

schedule presentations of the artist’s work, research and publications, and hold 

non-regulated training workshops in areas related to the management of cultural 

projects and events.

Festival Dos Eidos is a registered entity as a provider of voluntary services in the 

Xunta de Galicia that receives minimum funding for three people of €150 funding 

per person. Other people are volunteers from the board of trustees and its net-

work. In addition to this, previous  staff and collaborators and public volunteers are 

interested in contributing to the festival. The roles of youngsters in the festival is: 

customer service and supporting the festival’s production office, artistic inter-

ventions (young artist’s programmes), and active engagement in  programming 

events.

ROLE OF YOUNG AUDIENCES

EVALUATION

The festival is evaluated through a report concerning the technical and financial 

execution of each festival to the administrations that provide each of the grants 

awarded to the festival (Xunta de Galicia, MECD, Erasmus + and Creative Europe) 

and the Provincial Government of Lugo as a co-financier via nominative agree-

ment. Emphasis is placed on the creation of temporary jobs and the increase of 

working hours of regular staff. Also, we report the socioeconomic return to the 

different regional levels based on the expense to local, provincial, and regional 

suppliers. The reporting particularly refers to the accommodation and mainte-

nance expenses associated with the festival (what the organisation pays for the 

hospitality of its artists and technical equipment) and indirectly (data on accom-

modation during the festival and cover served in the restaurants).
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WHY IS IT “A CASE OF GOOD PRACTICE”?

The festival is a case of good practice because it is a festival of poetry, music 

and culture in a rural and isolated area of Spain in Galicia, Courel which is cen-

tred around the poet and writer Novoneyra. The festival has been awarded the 

European quality label EFFE (http://www.effe.eu) and it is also a member of the 

LITFEST network (http://litfest.eu) of cultural festivals in isolated areas. The initia-

tive LIFEFEST is committed to permanent teaching for lifelong learning through 

literature – a project in which the Uxío Novoneyra Foundation shares a vision - and 

works with  the organisation Fondazione Alfonso Gatto (Salerno, Italy), the poetry 

festival St. Clementin Litfest (St Clementin, France) and the NGO Catching Lives! 

(Canterbury, United Kingdom). The proposal is developed with the support of the 

European Commission through the ERASMUS + Programme and emphasises 

the educational dimension of these festivals, which is why the programme is com-

mitted to practical training linked to literature.

AIMS

The festival aims for the general public to discover to the power of the rural area of 

Courel surrounded by music, theatre performances, dance, and poetry recitals.


