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The Poetry Project is an open poetry workshop for Persian-speaking youths from 

refugee accommodation in Berlin. Through poetry, they write their stories and try 

to overcome the memories of the war and the loss of relatives.

Since December 2015 young poets and their mentors have been meeting on a 

regular basis to write their poems in workshops. The participation of Afghan poli-

ticians and well-known translators has helped demonstrate the symbolism of the 

Persian language. The poems the young poets write are about themes such as: 

why they have come to Germany, what they are expecting from this new country, 

and what they miss the most from their place of birth. 

In these workshops the young poets write for about 30 minutes and after that, 

each of them presents their work and finally, with the mentor’s help, they discuss 

the different intentions behind the passages and modify phrases and words. 

These open poetry workshops for Persian youths are a magical moment for 

youngster to share their stories and express what they felt during their journey 

from their home to Germany.  

Nine months since the project began, the first group of poets publish their work in 

the Berling Anthology and read them to the public at the 18th Berlin International 

Literature Festival. The enthusiastic response from the public encouraged the 

young poets to continue writing poetry.  

The poetry project

https://engagenow.eu/case-studies/the-poetry-project

LOCATION: GERMANY, BERLIN

WEBSITE: THEPOETRYPROJECT.DE

YEAR THE PROJECT BEGAN: 2015

DURATION: > 24 MONTHS

ORGANIZER: THE POETRY PROJECT E.V.

Open poetry workshop 
for Persian-speaking 
young refugees

MAIN GOAL OF THE PROJECT

The primary goal is to create an active connection between the welcome classes 

and the regular school classes and between neighbourhood residents and refu-

gees who recently moved to German cities.

ARTS AND CULTURE SECTORS: 

      -  LITERATURE: WRITING

      -  LITERATURE: READING

      - LITERATURE: COMPREHENSION

      - LITERATURE: ORAL EXPRESSION

AGE TARGETS: 

     – YOUNGSTERS AND ADOLESCENTS 

         (IN GENERAL)

GENDER TARGETS: ALL

SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC TARGETS: 

      - URBAN

AIMS: 

      - SOCIAL INTEGRATION

https://thepoetryproject.de/en/collection-of-poetry/
 https://thepoetryproject.de/en/participate/
https://thepoetryproject.de/en/category/about-us/
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Young refugee poets meet with their mentors frequently. Mentors ask them about 

how they arrived in the country, how the journey went, what they expect from Ger-

many and who were they missing. Then, the young poets put this into a poem, and 

the mentor helps them with the final composition. The project serves to integrate 

these young people into German society. The young poets now attend school, 

and despite missing their country a lot, they have started a new life in Germany. A 

documentary is planned based on this first group of young poets, and the idea is 

to screen it in schools around the country. The film is in currently in production.In 

addition to this, The Digital Box (whose content is password protected) is a part 

of the Poetry Project that has been adapted for school use and other integration 

initiatives which has been successfully utilised. The concept of the project can be 

easily implemented using the teaching materials provided and is available in four 

languages: German, English, Persian, and Arabic.

ROLE OF YOUNG AUDIENCES

AIMS

Through these personal writings, where some distance is allowed through the 

art form of poetry, German citizens and newcomers will become more intimately 

acquainted. They will come to know one another's respective backgrounds. The 

most significant benefit for everyone is the empathy that will inevitably result.

WHY IS IT “A CASE OF GOOD PRACTICE”?

This is a project designed and organised exclusively for young refugees arriving 

in the country with a clear aim: they want to hear their voices. This declaration 

appeals directly to young people and makes them the main actors of the whole 

project. The project grants young people the authority and responsibility to 

develop their literary abilities while poetry becomes a tool to release tensions and 

alleviate the suffering of war. The Poetry Project is now starting 70 new writing 

groups across all of Germany, a clear indication that the project is of interest to 

young refugees. 


