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"Writing and Solidarity - A Dialogue of Generations" is a programme for second-

ary schools (for students who tend to have very little knowledge about modern 

Hungarian society) that invites writers to literary classes. 

This project focused on the tradition of solidarity in Hungarian literary heritage 

and connected it with contemporary social tensions. Beside addressing the gen-

eral audience of Hungarian literature, it aimed to reach secondary school students 

who tend to have very little knowledge about contemporary Hungarian society. 

The campaign provided students with means to recognise and reflect upon social 

inequalities. The project was based on video interviews with well-known contem-

porary writers who told about an exemplary text of their choice by a Hungarian 

classic that demonstrated the writers' solidarity with marginalised individuals and 

groups. Teachers and students were invited to discuss the texts and videos in 

literature classes, and write similar texts themselves. The original texts, the videos 

and the texts written by students were featured on the project website. Teachers’ 

work was assisted by a methodology manual written for the project. The best of 

students’ work earned prizes (ebook readers loaded with contemporary novels).

Writing and Solidarity
— A Dialogue of 
Generations

https://engagenow.eu/case-studies/writing-and-solidarity

LOCATION: HUNGARY, BUDAPEST

WEBSITE: SZEPIROKTARSASAGA.HU/IRAS_

ES_SZOLIDARITAS

YEAR THE PROJECT BEGAN: 2016

DURATION: 3-6 MONTHS

ORGANIZER: SZÉPÍRÓK TÁRSASÁGA 

– HUNGARIAN SOCIETY OF WRITERS, 

CRITICS, AND LITERARY translators.

Inviting writers to 
literary classes

MAIN GOAL OF THE PROJECT

For the general audience, the campaign pushes issues concerning the social 

responsibility of artists and writers into focus. The project also aims to build a 

bridge between the elite cultural discourse and the everyday experience of young 

people through encouraging their creativity. Supported by print, electronic and 

online media, the campaign combines traditional teaching methods with new 

media tools to reach and affect the two target groups (teachers and students).

ARTS AND CULTURE SECTORS: 

      -  LITERATURE: WRITING

      -  LITERATURE: READING

      - LITERATURE: COMPREHENSION

      - LITERATURE: ORAL EXPRESSION

AGE TARGETS: 

     – YOUNGSTERS AND ADOLESCENTS 

         (IN GENERAL)

GENDER TARGETS: ALL

SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC TARGETS: 

      - URBAN

      - METROPOLITAN

      - RURAL

AIMS: 

      - EDUCATION

      - EMPOWERMENT

      - GENDER

      - INTERGENERATIONAL

      - LITERACY

      - SOCIAL INTEGRATION
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Teachers and students are invited to discuss the texts and videos in the literature 

classes, and write similar paragraphs themselves. The teachers' work is accom-

panied by a methodology manual written for the project. Original documents, 

videos and books written by students are then featured on the project website. 

The best of the students' work receives a prize (ebook readers loaded with con-

temporary novels).

ROLE OF YOUNG AUDIENCES

AIMS

For the general audience, the campaign pushes issues concerning the social 

responsibility of artists and writers into focus. The project also aims to build a 

bridge between the elite cultural discourse and the everyday experience of young 

people through encouraging their creativity. Supported by print, electronic and 

online media, the campaign combines traditional teaching methods with new 

media tools to reach and affect the two target groups (teachers and students).

WHY IS IT “A CASE OF GOOD PRACTICE”?

The benefits of teaching literature to the younger generation these days are 

powerful. From a linguistic perspective, studying literature affords students the 

opportunity to understand, analyse and evaluate their own language. Structures 

and trends in punctuation and in the way we speak have evolved through the ages 

and being aware of these developments can help youngsters to better under-

stand language  in its current context. Creativity flows when they can mix partic-

ular structures and styles with their own writing to lend authenticity to character, 

story, and setting. Literature classes challenge their thinking and bolster their 

confidence to become even more skilled in the use of their language.


